HEP  TON  RURAL DISTRICT  OOTJNC IL^ 

ANNUAL  R_E_J-  _0_R_f 

OF  THE 

MEDIC AI,  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH* 

Holme  House, 

Hebdor 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Hep ton 
Rural  District  Council. 


Sir  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
Hep ton  Rural  District  for  the  year  1941.  In  accordance  with  the 
provision  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  2604,  dated  24th 
March,  3.942,  the  report  ha3  been  curtailed  and  is  an  interim 
report. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Live  Births (legitimate 

( Illegitimate 


Total 

46 

2 


(Birth-rate  per 
M.  F. (1000  Estimated 
26  20 (Resident  Civilian 

2 0( Population  11.75. 


(Legitimate  2 
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Deaths  61 
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Still  Birth  Rate  n ft  0.51  “ 
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Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes , 


Total  (live  Sc 

¥UITT)"  ~B YrtHs . 

N0 .29.  Puerperal  Sepsis  0 

No. 30.  Other  Puerperal  Causes  0 


R a te  per  1000 
Heaths . 


0 

0 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age;- 

Legitimate  Total  3.  Males  2.  Females  1. 

Illegitimate  Total  0.  Males  0.  Females  0. 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  per  1000  live  births r- 


Legitimato  Illegitimate  All  infants 

22  0 60 
Death.  Rate  Infants  under  1 year  per  1000  live  births  : - 

England  and  Wales  59. 

Ooatnr  .trom  Measles  (all  ages)  ^ i 

Whooping  Cough  ( all  ages ) . 1 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  . . •.=  <' 

Cancer  (all  ages)  . 3 

Heart  Disease  (all  ages)  . 10 

Influenza  4 

Diphtheria  . . . . . 0 

Suicide  . 

Road  Traffic  Accidents  • . • 


Hi 


2 •• 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  LOCAL  AUTHORITY. 

# 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  a part-time  orfiv-ep, 
who  also  acts  as  Public  Vaccinator  and  District  ?.LO„  under 
the  Poor  Law  Act. 

The  Sanitary  Officer  is  a full-time  officer j anc  oshe:. 
Public  Health  Officers  such  as  Veterinary  - Surgeons,  P EE  i^-  > 
Analysts,  etc.,  come  und£?r  the  control  of  the  "Hr:  ir ; e ran  by 

Council. 

PROPLSGiQU-rJ:  NURSING  IF  THE  HOME. 

This  is  principally  carried  out  by  the  two  District  Nurses 
au taolu  ...  to  the  Hgbden  Bridge  District  Nursing  Institution. 

These  t o Nurses,  are  qualified  both  in  General  and  Maternity 
Pursing..  They  attend  confinements  ac  a small  fixed  fee* 
Arrangements  are  now  in  force  whereby  a Nurse  can  be  provided 
by  the  West  Riding  County  Council  for  'the  nursing  of  infectious 
diseases  in  the  home,  in  the  event  of  there  being  no  hospital 
accommodation  for  such  cases. 

The  Institution  receives  a subsidy  from  the  Ministry  of 
Health  towards  the  cost  of  running  the  Maternity  service.  It  has 
no  connection  with  the  Local  Authority.  Midwives  s ‘The  two 
District  Nurses  referred  to  are  the  only  practising  midwives  in 
the  area* 

Tho  local  authority  makes  no  subsidy  towards  practising 
midwives • 


There  was  no  change  in  this  service  during  the  yea]’* 
LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

Pathological  and  bacteriological  examinations  are  carried 
out  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Wakefield.  Autogenous 

vaccines  and  sera  are  supplied  free  of  charge  to  local  medical 

men  requiring  same. 

Diphtheria  anti-toxin  is  supplied  by  your  Council  free  of 
charge  to  any  medical  .practitioner  requiring  it. 

The  investigation  of  maternal  deaths,  and  cases  of  pu?rpera 
fever  or  puerperal  pyrexia,  is  undertaken  by  the  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES . 

Infectious  cases  aro  removed  by  an  Ambulance  from  the  Femr 
Hospital.  Non**inf ectious  and  Accident  cases  are  removed  by  an 
ambulance  jointly  owned  by  the  Hep ton  Rural  Council  and  Hebder 
Ro j d Urban  Council*  B0th  these  ambulances  arc  of  tho  mode  w 
motoi'  type , and  with  regard  to  the  Accident  Ambulance,  patients 
are  called  upon  to  pay  a nominal  amount  on  each  occasion  when  Inc 
same  is  used".  The  Ambulance  services  in  this  area  are  quite 
adequate.  Subscribers  to  the  Royal  Halifax  Infirmary  have  i c-e ?. 
use  of  the  Council’s  Ambulance. 

CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES . 

There  is  a Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre  cr fcao- 
in  He'oden  Fridge.,  A Clinic  for  “mothers  and  babies  :c  held 
woelO.-f,  under  the  supervision  of  a lady  doctor  and  two  mimes 
The  attendances  at  this  Clinic  have  increased  considerably  :■/ 
recent  years-.  An  additional  clinic  is  hold  in  He b don  Bridge  •. 
■'•nvrsdays  a'r-  2 p.,m.  for  evacuees  mainly. 


An  Ar.  to -natal  Clinic  is  held  bi-monthly  and  is  being  well 
attended.  It  is  under  the  supervision  of  a- lady  Doctor,  and  is 
held  on  the  second  and  last  Friday  of  each  month  at  1-50  c ®m« 

School  Clinics  are  held  twice  weekly*  Monday  and  Friday, 

9 a.m.  to  11  a.m.,  at  this  Centre,  and  are  attended  by  the 
Health  Hurse. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  by  the  County  Ccui * , >y 
prc-school  and  school  children  can  be  immunised  free  l.  ; 3 r-ge 

3 i idler  at  suitable  centres  or  at  the  schools  or  by  their  own 
medi  j»1  attendant. 

Thu  ••'V/olIcomc 11  Diphtheria  Frophylaciic  A'.P.T.  is  used  for 
inoculation,  xid  two  injections  are  given  at  monthly  intervals. 

Tee  resales  so  -far  as  I can  ascertain  have  been  excellent. 

Tate:  rules  is  Dispensaries  are  held  weekly  at  both  Todmorden 
and  <:c:r  rc-y  r.r'  l;  The  distance  to  either  of  these  Dispensaries 
Lies  :r  ',.1  most  parts  cf  this  area. 

Th : nearest  treatment  centre  for  venereal  diseases  is  at  the 
9jy.fi- 1 Halifax  Infirmary,  some  eight  miles  away. 

The  Clinics  referred  to  are  under  the  control  of  the  West 

Riding  County  Council. 

There  was  no  change  during  the  year . 

PRSVlLHh C ? OF,  /JD  CONTROL  0 VFR , INFECTIOUS,  AND  OTHER  DISEASE S. 

There  wore  eleven  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  notified,  during  the 
vear  and  seven  of  these  cases  occurred  during  November  x>/\ 

December  and  were  confined  to  one  district.  The  school  lure  v*- : 
stoved  and  disinfected.  Five  cases  of  diphtheria  were  notified. 
These  occurred  sporadically  and  one  case  terminated  fatally* 

Of  these  five  cases  - four  including  the  death  - had  not  been 
previously  immunised  - the  fifth  case  had  received  two  injections, 
of  T.A.F.-  prior  to  contracting  the  disease.  During  the  year  the 
Council  incon junction  with  the  Ministry  of  Health’s,  and  the 
WGst  Riding  Public  Health  Department’s  campaign  against 
diphtheria,  have  urged  the  importance  of  immunisation  through  the 
local  press  and  cinema.  The  results  so  far  have  been  unsatisfactory 
only  15#  of  the  under  fives  and  40#  of  the  over  fives  having 
received  a full  course  of  inocculation  at  the  end  of  1941.  Special 
Diphtheria  Immunisation  Clinics  were  held  at  all  the  schools  in 
the  ?i-ea. 

Fear  deaths  were  reported  from  Influenza,  though  this 
disease  was  not  markedly  prevalent  during  the -year.  Thus©  was  9. 
marked  increase  in  the  incidence  of  minor  sickre  ss  throughout 
the  area.  There  were  minor  epidemics  of  measles  and  whooping 
cough  lasting  from  January  to  May  - 77  cases  of  me as fries,  and 
18  whooping  cough  were  notified  during  that  period.  There  were 
also  outbreaks  of  chicken  pox.  Mumps  and  German  Measles  during 
the  year.  Scabies  was  prevalent  not  only  amongst  evacuees  but 
also  amongst  residents,  and  was  very  difficult  to  deal  with, 
due  to  repeated  recurrence  in  those  affected.  Arrangements  were 
made  with  local  hospitals  for  dealing  with  cases  with  satisfacto.  ' 
results  to  date. 

I do  not  know  of  any  use  of  the  Shick  and  Dpck  Tests  in 
Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever  having  been  made.  No  local  acticr 
was  taken  in  regard  to  the  use  of  measles  serum  for  prophylaxis 
or  attenuation. 

There  wore  no  cases  of  anthrax,  psittacosis,  unc'.uianfc 
fever,  glandular  fever  or  epidemic  jaunlioc?. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR  'i  24.1* 


Di eoase 


Total 
Cases 
’Notified , 


dmi 


Hr.  j 


'Smallpox  - 0 0 

Scar  let  F ever  * ...  • * 11  10 

Diphtheria  . .... 5 5 

Enteric  ^ever  (incldg. Para  typhoid)  0 0 

Puerperal  Fever  . « 0 0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  « 1 1 

Pneumonia 0 0 

Srysipela s . . 1 0 

Whooping  Cough 20  0 

M?asiaa  77  4 

Dpi •. t i a. I u ia  Neonatorum  - . . 0 0 
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PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS. 


No  action  was  taken  under  Section  176  of  the  Public 

¥ t a 1 tu  Act,  1 936® 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

New  C;  .np  and  Mortality  during  1941  • - 
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T&ere  were  2 deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year*  i - 
of  these  cases  having  been  previously  notified. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  (PREVENTION  OF 
TU3KRCUL0SI 3)  RLGTJL-ATIOU  5 r 1925, 

No  action  wa s deemed  neccs^ar^v  to  be  taken  under 

these  regulations. 


FU3LIC  IffiALTH  ACT,  1956,  SECTION  i~r-> 

No  action  has  been  f^und  necessary  to  be  t<  '< . :o  under 

this  Section  during  1941. 


EVACUATION . 

During  the  year  1S41  a number  of  evacuees  wo re  again 
received  in  the  district.  These  Included  40  mothers,  66  children,  and 
9 other  adults  whn-  came  from  London  under  the  Government’s  official 
scheme.  During  the  year  15  adults  and  17  children  from  other  eva enable 
areas  who  had  made  private  arrangements,  were  also  billeted. 

On  the  20th  March,  121  children  accompanied  by  4 
teachers  and  5 helpers,  arrived  from  Brighten.  With  the  exception  of 
20  boys  all  the  children  were  billeted  in  private  'home s,  ahd  they 'were 
very  warmly  received  and  well  looked  after  by  their 'foster  parents. 

In  most  cases  it  did  net  take  the  children  long  to  settle  down* 

With  the  help  of  the  W.V.S^  two  Christmas  parties  were 
•arranged,  one  for  mothers  and  children  wa-s  held  at  Heptonstall,  and  a 
joint  party  with  Hebden  Royd  was  arranged  for  unaccompanied  children. 
Both  these  affairs  proved  very'  successful. 

Altogether  during  the  year  some  232  persons  were 
ffi daily  billeted,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  208  remained  in  the 

1 strict. 

: - s • 

Slater  Ing  Hostel  was  opened  for  the  first  time,  and 
• h’ighton  brys  were  accommodated  in  charge  of  a Warden,  a Matron, 

" <.  daily  help. 

After  a time,  and  when  the  boys  got  used  to  hostel 
life,  they  settled  down  and  were  Very  happy.  By  September  the  number  c 
boys  left  was 'reduced  to  about  12.  This  was  accounted  for  by  a number 
of  senior  boys  attaining  the  age  of  14,  and  returning  home.  Also  a 
number 'were  awarded  scholarships  for  the  Secondary  and  Intermediate 
Schools. 

The  few  boys  left  were  then  billeted  with  private 
householders,  and  Slater  Ing  was-  closed  for  the  time  being. 

During  the  year  a number  of  children  received 
treatment  fer  minor  ailments  and  enuresis  at  Burnside  Sick  Bay, 
'.hdsvnrth,  and  a few  cases  received  treatment  at  Milner  Royd, 

Soworby  Bridge. 


I have  the  honour.  Gentlemen,  to  remain. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

FRANCIS  JOSEPH  DOYJDALL,  M .B  . ,B  . Ob  . ,E  .A  0 

M0di cal  Officer  o;C  H.  oath: 


ANNU  A L 


EEPTON  RIJPu.L  DISTRICT  COUNCIL, 

R E P OR  T . OF.  T H 5 $ N I T A R Y 

INSPECT  0 . 


YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  51s IfhA 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  H0pt  -n  Rural 
District  Council. 


Sir  and  M0mbcrs, 


1 bag  t01  submit  my  Annual  Report  as  So.ni  tary 
Inspector  to  the  Hep  ton  Rural  District  Cnuncil,  in  which  you  will 
find  a brief  review  of  the  work  of  this  depa.rtment  and  the 
sanitary  conditions  in  the  area  for  the  year  1941* 

Under  the  terms  of  the  Ministry  cf  H0alth 
Circular  2604,  dated  the  24th  Mp.rch,  1942,  much  of  the  detailed 
information  has  been  omitted,  and  only  new  matters  which  have 
arisen  during  the  period  have  been  included. 

I would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking 
the  Chairman  and  Members 'for  the  help  and  assistance  given  in  the 
carrying  out  of  my  duties. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Yr-ur  obedient  Servant, 

HAROLD  WILKINS  ON,  M .R.San.I  • ,M  > 3>  I .A . 


WATER  SUPPLIES. 

(a ) Council^  Wa t p r Supply . 

The  water  supplies  administered  by  the  Council  have 
during  the  year  been  highly  satisfactory  in  quality,  although  the 
Ddge  Hey  Green  supply  is  on  occasions  insufficient  in  quantity. 


(b)  Private  Water  Supplies. 

The  private  water  supplies  in  the  district  still  cause 
much  anxiety.  During  the  year  officials  from  the  Ministry  of 
Health  inspected  s^me  of  the  Charlestown,  supplies,  but  could  not 
agree  at  the  present  time  to  the  extension  cf  the  mains  from 
Todmcrdon • 


The  occupiers  of  the  houses  involved  wore  therefore 
advised  to  boil  all  drinking  water  on  account  of  its  unsatisfactory 
nature . 


VATER  'AMPl.ES  . 
Bacteriological  Examination 


Sati  sfa.ct^ry 

8 


Unsati  sfactory . 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 


The  work  of  public  cleansing,  refuse  disposal,  t vi 
salvage  collection  was  carried  out  during  the  year  at  a cost  of 
£1046.  0.9.  Although  the  district  is  not  required  bo  collect 
salvage  under  the  compulsory  order,  the  following  g^'.ds  were 
salvaged  and  sold  during  the  year:- 


>7 


Cwt. 

Qr s . Lbs. 

£.  s.  d. 

8 

17 

0 3 

Newsprint 

74.  7.11 

16 

1 

83 

Cardboard 

84.12.  6 

7 

7 

39 

Mixed  Paper 

29.11.  3 

1 

0 

92 

Selected  Paper 

5.  4,  0 

S 

13 

37 

Dirty  Paper 
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17 

59 
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At . 8.  C 

1 

52 
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10 

56 
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73 
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13.  3 
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56 

Rags 

5.  6.  6 

52 

11 

37 

248.  4.  9 

An  intensive  waste  paper  drive  wa s held  in  September,  and  the 
Council  headed  the  ii.st  of  R ura.l  Authorities  in  Yorkshire,  and  wore 
ninth  in  the  list  of  all  Authorities  in  the  County. 

The  improvement  effected  in  the  scavenging  services  since 
the  adoption  of  motor  transport  cannot  be  over  estimated. 

DRAINAGE  AND  -SEWAGE  . 


No  further  progress  has  been  made  witfch  tho  proposed 
extension  of  the  various  drainage  schemes. 


HOUSING  . 

Owing  to  the  war  the  Council *s  slum  clearance  programme  has 
had  to  be  abandoned,  although  during  the  year  it  was  possible  to  secure 
the  completion  of  the  demolition  of  the  majority  of  the  houses  in 
the  Highgate  clearance  area. 

On  account  of  the  influx  of  evacuees,  practically  the  whole 
of  the  available  housing  accommodation  in  the  district  was  in  use 
during  the  year. 

HOUSING  ESTATE. 


Fifty-six  houses  on  the  Council Ts  Housing  Estate  at "West 
Lai  the,  Heptonstall,  have  now  been  completed,  and  the  tenants 
re-housed.  Inspections  are  made  at  frequent  intervals  and  all  the 
houses  were  found  to  be  clean  and  well  kept. 

FOOD. 

Inspect! ~n  and  5upssrvisi~n  of  Food. 

MILK  SUPPLY.  No  samples  were  taken  by  the  Council  during 
the  yea r nor  was  there  any  evidence  of  an  outbreak  of  disease 
due  to  the  consumption  of  milk. 

During  the  year  there  has  been  a change-over-  by  many  of  the 
hill  farmers  from  butter  and  cream  production  and  stock  rearing  to 
milk  production,  on  account  of  the  unremunerative  nature  . ' je 

trades  at  the  present  time.  The  premises  were  in  all  cases  require 
to  be  brought  to  a satisfactory  standard,  and  a number  of  rm  ■;  dair  : 
have  been  provided.  Cowsheds  and  methods  of  production  in  toe 
district  are  reasonably  satisfactory,  but  there  Is  s ti  x.1  muon.  to 
be  desired  in  certain  cases.  If  is  very  gratifying  A,  n to  oho 
increase  in  the  register  of  accredited  producers,  and  X'z  i a h*  pc: 
tho. t the  time  is  hot  far  distant  when  every  producer  will  h t : 
qualified  for  this  standard. 


>,  < I 


— S y> 

MEAT  INSPECTION  . 

There  are  now  two  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the  district, 
one  slaughterhouse  having  been  demolished  during  the  year,  but 
owing  to  the  var  the  legislated  number  ’f  these  is  not  used  at 
the  present  time.,  Under  the  neutralised  slaughterhouse  scheme  the 
Government  has  established  a slaughterhouse  at  Fairfield,  Hebden 
Bridge,  and  this  serves  the  Rural  District  along  with  the  Upban 
District  of  the  Hebden  Royd  and  the  Borough  of  ^ccmordcn.  The 
Sanitary  Inspectors  of  these  three  authorities  co-opc  v e in  the 
meat  inspection  at  this  slaughterhouse  and  so  .ensure  ..  all 
meat  sold  in  the  district  has  been  inspected,  Pram  the  Public 
Health  point  of  view  the  system  has  been  a great  improvement, 
as  it  is  possible  to  secure  100 % inspection.  Details  of  the 
moat  dealt  with  and  condemned  will  be  given  in  the  Hebden  Royd's 
Inspector's  report,  in  whose  area-  the  slaughterhouse  is  situated. 
There  is  no  scheme  in  force  in  the  district  for  meat  marketing. 


BRITISH  RESTAURANT . 

On  the  11-th  November  a British  Restaurant  and  Cooking  Centre 
was  opened  at  the  Church  Sunday  School,  Church  Street,  Heptonstall, 
and  serves  a very  useful  function  in  supplying  meals  to  the  local 
residents,  to  evacuees,  and  to  several  local  factories.  Fr^ra  the 
opening  day  to  the  end  of  the  year,  9,412  midday  meals  were  served 
from  the  Restaurant. 


